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Why Plant  
 Churches?

  
  



1. The Biblical Mandate 

A. The Great Commission  

B. The ACTS 
example 



2. It’s our heritage 

 

 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church began as 
a church-planting movement  



2. It’s our Heritage.  

“Place after 
place is to be 
visited; church 
after church is to 
be raised up.”—
Ellen White, Evangelism, p. 353.  



Elder A. G. Daniells 



Elder A. G. Daniells 

“Brethren, what is the record of this 
young man?  Has he brought in a 
company or church this year?” - 
“No.” “Did he bring in any last year?” 
- “No.” “Has he raised up a good 
square church?” - “No?” “What do 
you want to ordain him for?”  Why 
are you going to establish him in this 
thing for all time to come when so 
far you have not any real fruit of his 
labor?” … “I sha’l (sic) object. I do 
not think it is right.”  



James White 

“If they [pastors] cannot raise up 

churches and friends to sustain 

them, then certainly the cause 

of truth has no need of them, 

and they have the best reasons 

for concluding that they made a 

sad mistake when they thought 

that God called them to teach 

the third angel’s message.”                                             

—Review and Herald, April 15, 1862.  Vol XIX, No 20, 

156. 



Elder George B. Starr, 1886 

“Well, in the first place. . . we  

have no settled pastors.  Our  

churches are taught to take  

care of themselves, while nearly  

all of our ministers work as  

evangelists in new fields.” 
—The Wabash, Indiana Plain Dealer, October 1, 1886, page 5   

 



All are missionaries 

 “All Seventh-day Adventist 
clergymen are missionaries… and are 
busy preaching, teaching, and 
organizing churches the world over” 

 —Seventh-day Baptist Recorder, Dec 28, 1908. 

 



James McElhany 

"You brethren and sisters here tonight who  

are members of our churches doubtless like  

to have pastors, but do you know that the  

majority of our preachers ought to be out  

preaching as evangelists instead of 
pastoring  

you folk? This is the Lord's plan” 

 
 —Speaking to the 1940 General Conference Annual Council, St. Paul, Minnesota 



James McElhany 

“I wish to call the attention of  

this assembly to the fact that  

to a large extent we have  

departed from the Lord's plan" 
  

 



3. It Works.  

 

 



In a church . . . 

 

1-3 years old, 
it takes 3 

people to win 
one person. 

3 

"Fuller Theological Study" in American 

Horizon (Vol. 8, No. 4), 13.  



In a church . . . 

 

4-7 years old, 
it takes 7 

people to win 
one person. 

7 

"Fuller Theological Study" in American 

Horizon (Vol. 8, No. 4), 13.  



In a church . . . 

 

Ten years and 
older it takes 85 
people to win 
one person to 

Jesus. 

85 

"Fuller Theological Study" in American 

Horizon (Vol. 8, No. 4), 13.  



3. It Works. New churches. . . 

 

A. Are more attractive to the “unchurched” 

 



3. It Works. New churches. . . 

 

B. Focus more on non-members 
 



2. It Works. New churches. . . 

 

C. Attract new “people groups” and 
younger people. 
 

3. It Works. New churches. . . 



3. It Works. New churches. . . 

 

D. Attract creative leaders and new ideas 

 



3. It Works. New churches . . .  

  

E. Attract mission-minded members  

 



3. It Works. New churches . . .  

  

 

F. Attract financial and people resources 

G. Are a wise use of resources 

H. People more open to change 

 



4. It’s our future.  

 

 



Shenyang, China 



• Hao Ya Jie 



Church Planter 

 



Global Mission Pioneers 



“We tread the ground” 

 

Budiman Soreng 

 

 

Kalimantan 





Small Plants 

“. . . we should establish in 

all our cities small plants 

which shall be centers of 

influence..” 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 115. 

 



“Workers should . . . 

“. . . strive to 
place themselves 

where they  

will come in 
direct contact 

with those  
needing help.” 

32 

Testimonies  
vol. 8 page 76. 



Lifestyle 
education 

Small 
group 

ministries 

Literature 

Restaurants 

Treatment 
rooms 

Reaping 
ministries 

Community-
based 

Ministry 



Adventist 
Mission 

Departments 
and  

Services 

Institutions Local Churches 

Supporting 
Ministries Centers 

of 
Influence 



Strongest correlation with church growth 

Community involvement 



Social Relations 

“It is through the 
social relations 

that Christianity 
comes in contact 

with 

 

 

36 

Gospel Workers, p. 480. 

the world.” 



1. Don’t Build Prejudice 



2. Meet people where 
they are. 



3. Move slowly and 
carefully. 



4. Adapt the message to 
the audience. 



5. Use a variety of 
methods. 



6. Live the message 



7. Treat people with 
respect and kindness 



8. Don’t criticize 



9. Work personally in 
small groups and with 
families. 



10. Follow Christ’s 
Method 


